
Pandas International 
Recommended Book List and Videos 

Videos 

Last Chance - Pandas, by Aleisha Caruso, Pandas International, 2005. (available at www.pandasinternational.org) 

The Last Refuge- Saving the Giant Panda, Pandas International, 2002. (available at www.pandasinternational.org) 

Pandas: A Giant Stirs. Woodland Hills, CA: Celebrity Video, 1998 (1995 production).  

Narrated by Joan Embrey. Explore the world of China’s Giant Panda and discover how new research has created 

hope in the struggle to bring these animals back from the brink of extinction.  

Pandas: with Debra Winger. Atlanta, GA: Tigress Productions, Turner Home Entertainment/PBS, 1995. 

Debra Winger explores the life and habitat of the Giant Panda.  

Born to be Funny, Furry, Fuzzy Fun. Toronto, CAN: Children’s Group, 1994. 

Struggle to Survive: China’s Giant Panda.  American Adventure Productions, Inc.  MPI Home Video, 1991. 

Filmed on location at Wolong Panda Reserve. Host Jim Fowler follows the life of the elusive Giant Panda and 

documents the early life of a baby panda born in the Wolong Preserve.  

Panda-monium.  Alexandria, VA: Time-Life Video, 1995. 

 

Non-Fiction, Children’s 

Giant Pandas by Lenore Franzen.  Mankato, MN: Creative Education, 1995. 

Giant Pandas  by Lynn M. Stone. Photos by Karen Su.  Carolrhoda Books,  Minnesota:   2004. 

Giant Pandas  by Gail Gibbons. New York: Holiday House, 2002. 

El Oso Panda by Tom Leeson. San Diego, CA: Thomson/Gale, 2002.  (In Spanish) 

Giant Pandas by Patricia A.Martin. New York: Children’s Press, 2002. 

Little Panda: The World Welcomes Hua Mei at the San Diego Zoo.  New York: Simon and  Schuster, 2001. 

Giant Panda: Habitats, Life Cycles, Food Chains. Austin, TX: Steck Vaughn, 2002. 

Jane Goodall’s Animal World: Pandas.  New York: Atheneum, 1989. 

Lili, A Giant Panda of Sichuan by Robert M. McClung. New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1988. 

Giant Pandas by Patricia A Martin.  Scholastic Library Publishing (March, 2003).   

Giant Pandas by John Bonnett Wexo. (Zoobooks Series) Wildlife Education, Ltd.,1998.  

Wisdom of Pandas by Franchesca Ho Sang. Irvington: NY: Hylas Publishing, 2006. 

 

Children’s Books (Pre-School - Grade 3) 

Dinner at the Panda Palace by Stephanie Calmenson. (available at www.pandasinternational.org) 

Birthday at the Panda Palace by Stephanie Calmenson. (available at www.pandasinternational.org) 

Zen Shorts by John J. Muth. (available at www.pandasinternational.org) 

Legend of the Giant Panda by A.B. Curtiss. Escondido, CA: Old Castle Publishing, 1997. (available at 

www.pandasinternational.org) 

The Year of the Panda by Miriam Schlein. New York: HarperCollins, 1992. (available at 

www.pandasinternational.org) 

Wild Ones: Giant Pandas by Jill Anderson. National Book Network, 2006. (available at 

www.pandasinternational.org) 

Ping Won’t Share by Lynne Gibbs. 

Pi-shu, the Little Panda  by John Butler. Photos. 

Three Pandas by Jan Wahl. 

Tom Goes to Kindergarten by Margaret Wild. 

Panda’s Busy Day by Laura Galvin. 

Panda Grande y Panda Pequeno by  Jane Cabrera. (In Spanish.) 

Panda Bear, Panda Bear, What Do You See? By Bill Martin & Eric Carle. 

The Bowl of Fruit  by Joyce Dunbar. 

Panda by Judy Allen. 

Mr. Panda’s Painting by Anne Rockwell. 

Milton the Early Riser by Robert Krauss. 

A to Z Mysteries: P, the Panda Puzzle by Ron Roy. 



 

Older Non-Fiction (Junior High-Adult) 

Pandas by Heather Angel. Stillwater, MN: Voyageur Press, 1998. (available at www.pandasinternational.org) 

The Secret World of Pandas by Byron Preiss and Gao Xueyn. New York: Abrams, 1990. 

Pandas by Chris Catton. New York: Facts on File, 1990. 

Giant Pandas by Barbara Rogers. New York: Friedman/Fairfax, 1994. 

The Last Panda by George Schaller. University of Chicago Press, 1993. 

Pandas: Giants of the Bamboo Forest by Keith and Liz Laidler. London: BBC Books,   1992. 

The Giant Panda by Jin Xuqi and Markus Kappeler. New York: Putnam, 1986. 

Wisdom of Pandas Francesca ho Sang editor Hylas Publishing  (available at www.pandasinternational.org) 

 

 

Additional Books  

Pandas and Me: Discovering the Life of a Panda Through Yoga by Christi Eley. Angel Bear Publishing, Winston-

Salem, NC: 2008. (a donation is made to Pandas International  for each book sold)   

Giant Panda by  Edana Eckart. Scholastic Library Publishing (September 2003)       

Giant Panda  by Judith Janda Presnall. Gale Group Series (1997). 

Giant Pandas by Barbara Radcliffe Rogers.  Michael Friedman Publishing Group, Inc., 1994. 

The Giant Panda Book by Anthony Hiss.  New York: Golden Press, 1973. 

World of the Giant Panda by Richard Perry.   New York: Taplinger Publishing, 1969. 

The Giant Panda by Lynne Martin.  Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley, 1972. 

Giant Panda At Home by  Margaret Rau. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1977. 

Trailing the Giant Panda by Theodore and Kermit Roosevelt. New York: Blue Ribbon Books, (Scribner’s) 1929.  

Smithsonian Book of Giant Pandas by John Seidensticker. Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 2002. 

The Wilderness Home of the Giant Panda by William G. Sheldon. University of Massachusetts Press, 1975. 

Giant Panda by Ramona Morris. New York: Viking (Penguin), 1981. 

The Bamboo Bears by Clive Roots. Winnipeg, Manitoba: Hyperion Press, 1989. 

Lili, A Giant Panda Of Sichuan by Robert M. McClung. New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1988. 

The Giant Pandas of Wolong  by  G.B.Schaller et al. University of Chicago Press, 1985. 

Pandas: Giants of the Bamboo Forest by K. Laidler. London:  BBC Books, 1992. 

The Giant Panda by  R. and D. Morris. New York: Penguin Books, 1982. 

Men and Pandas by R.and D. Morris. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1996. 

Giant Pandas by B.R. Rogers. New York: Mallard Press, 1990. 

“Fuzzy Wuzzy was a Bear and Andy Panda, Too.” S.J. Gould. Discover, (February, 1986) 

“Pandas in the Wild.”  G.B. Schaller. National Geographic,  (160:735-749) 1981. 

“New Hope for China's Giant Pandas.”  P. Wenshi. National Geographic,  (187:100-11) 1995. 

 

 

 

 

For further recommendations, go to denverlibrary.org  and review Giant Panda and Pandas in their online card 

catalog. Several items are available in languages other than English. Most materials can be “Interlibrary Loaned” 

(requested from the Denver Public Library) by going through your local library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?userid=O9t16MOF5F&sourceid=00398551267794249611&bfdate=04%2D29%2D2004%2B15%3A29%3A55&ath=Edana+Eckart
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?userid=O9t16MOF5F&sourceid=00398551267794249611&bfdate=04%2D29%2D2004%2B15%3A29%3A55&ath=Judith+Janda+Janda+Presnall


Read Chapter 1- The Giant Panda 
Discussion questions for Chapter 1 

 

Describe the Pandas appearance  Cute and cuddly 

Are pandas generally aggressive Not unless protecting their young 

What do People in China call the panda National treasure 

How many pandas are left in the wild according to a new survey  1,600 

How many pandas live in “Captivity” Under 200 

What is “Captivity” When an animal does not live in 
the wild and cannot move freely.  
Animals cared for in an enclosed 
space such as a reserve or a zoo 

Where would they live in “Captivity” In the panda Reserves in China 
and zoos around the world 

Are there pandas in the United States 
If so, where do they live 

Yes 
zoos 

How long have pandas lived 3 million years 

Pandas are some times called what “Living Fossils” 

Pandas are thought to have what  Mystical powers 

What does endangered species mean A species whose numbers are so 
small that the species is at risk of 

extinction 

What is extinction When an animal is no longer in 
existence 

The Chinese government began conservation efforts in the 1940’s. 
What is Conservation 

The preservation and careful 
management of the environment 

and of natural resources 

How many Panda Reserves are there in China 55 

Which president of the United States established relations with China President Nixon 

What was given to Mrs. Nixon as a gift from the Chinese Panda for the National Zoo 

Pandas are a member of what animal family Bears 

How was this determined DNA testing 

What is the main difference between pandas and other bears Pandas do not hibernate 

What is hibernating  When animals become inactive or 
sleep during the winter 

Pandas have very distinctive markings 

 What color are their ears  

 What color are their eyes 

 What color are their arms 

 What color are their legs 

Black 

How can care takers tell the pandas apart Area around their mouth 

How would you describe the panda fur  Coarse, dense and oily 

Why is the thick fur necessary To keep the pandas warm 

The panda fur acts like what Raincoat 

How fast do pandas move Slowly 

When pandas walk, how do they appear Clumsy 

 
Activities/Discussion 
Show pictures of pandas 
 
All pandas have black and white hair.  Does everyone in your family have the same color hair? 
Does everyone look alike? 
Color picture of panda with ball 
 



Read Chapter 2- Panda Habitat   
Discussion questions for Chapter 2 

What is Habitat environment where an animal lives 

What country do the pandas live in  China 

What is the habitat of the pandas Mountain forests 

What is the weather like where they live Rain, mist, heavy clouds and snow 
in the winter 

What do pandas eat Bamboo 

Where does the bamboo grow In the mountains under the large fir 
trees 

Where do pandas stay in the winter Hollow trees 

What is happening to the bamboo forests They are being destroyed 

Why is the bamboo being destroyed Logging and clearing the land for 
farming  

What is the government doing about the logging Banning it in the Panda Reserves 

What is fragmentation  When animals in the wild live in 
separate areas 

What is migration Movement of animals 

What stops the pandas from migrating Human activities 

What are the problems caused by fragmentation Problems with mating and the 
bamboo dying off 

 
Activities/Discussion 
Find China on a map or globe 
Find pictures of bamboo 
Be a panda! Color panda masks 
 
Read Chapter 3- Panda Cubs   
Discussion questions for Chapter 3 

Like all bears, panda babies are called what Cubs 

How long are the cubs when born 6- 8 inches 

What color are pandas when they are born Pink 

When do they begin to change color About 1 week 

When do cubs begin to open their eyes 5-7 weeks 

Why are cubs vulnerable They do not den or hibernate 

When can cubs stand on their own About 4 months 

In captivity, where are cubs raised if their mother does not care for 
them 

In incubators in the nursery 

In captivity, how do the caretakers raise twins Alternate the twins between the 
mother 

What is the survival rate of cubs at the Wolong Reserve 90% 

What do incubators do for the pandas Keep the cubs warm 

How long do they stay in the incubators Until they are 3 months old 

  

  

 
Activities/Discussion 
Baby pandas are called cubs.  What other animal babies are called cubs? 
What did you weigh when you were born? 
When born, a panda’s hair is white and their skin is pink - Did you have hair when you were born? 
What else is the size of a newborn panda cub? 
 
 
 



Read Chapter 4- One Year-Old Pandas   
Discussion questions for Chapter 4 

What does a one year old panda weigh 70- 80 lbs 

In the wild,  how long do pandas stay with their mothers 2 years 

In captivity, how long do pandas stay with their mothers 6-9 months 

What do one year old pandas like to do Play 

What is one of their favorite activities Climbing 

What is Enrichment When the environment of a captive 
animals is enhanced 

Do pandas like the cold and snow Yes 

 
Activities/Discussion 
What did you weigh at one year? 
Do you like the cold and snow? 
What are your favorite activities? 
 
Read Chapter 5- Adult Pandas   
Discussion questions for Chapter 5 

How do pandas mark their territories Scent 

What can the pandas tell from scent If the other panda is male or 
female, and if it is a female, if she 

is in a reproductive period 

What to male pandas do in order to place their scent higher Handstands 

How many sounds can the pandas make 11 

How do the pandas communicate Scent & vocalizations 

What sound do they use to ward off an enemy Bark 

What sound do panda cubs make A loud, squeaky cry 

Do pandas live with other pandas No, they are solitary 

When do pandas breed In the Spring 

How often do pandas in the wild have cubs Every two years 

Where do pandas nest to have their cubs In the hollow of trees  
or on the ground 

What is a gestation period The time a cub is carried in the 
mother 

How long is the gestation period for a panda 100-150 days 

What is a famous panda born in the United States Hua Mei 

Where is Hua Mei now Back in Wolong, China 

Has Hua Mei become a mother Yes. In 2004 she had twin boys 

 
Activities/Discussion 
Can you sound like a panda trying to ward off an enemy? 
Can you sound like a panda cub? 
Pandas live to be about 30 years old? How old are the people in your family? 
Color picture of mother with cub 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Read Chapter 6- Food/Diet of the Pandas 
Discussion questions for Chapter 6 

What are carnivores Animals that eat meat 

What are herbivores Animals that eat plants 

Which are pandas They are classified as carnivores 
since they will eat meat. But their 
diet is more like a herbivore since 

they eat mostly plants 

What is the main food of a panda Bamboo 

How much bamboo do they eat per day 25 – 40 pounds  

How many different types of bamboo are there 25 

How many hours a day do pandas eat 14 

  

In the wild, what else will pandas eat  Fish, flowers or small animals 

In captivity, what else do the pandas get to eat Milk, eggs, meat, and a special  
vitamin biscuit or bread 

What are the panda’s favorite snacks Carrots & apples 

Why do the pandas have to eat so much Poor digestive systems 

The panda’s puffy cheeks are actually what Powerful muscles for chewing 

What do pandas drink Water from mountain streams 

What is different about the panda’s paw from other bears A special bone in their wrist- 
An opposable thumb 

Why is this “thumb” important To help them hold the bamboo 

  

 
Activities/Discussion 
How many pounds of food do you eat a day? 
How many hours a day do you eat? 
Do you like carrots and apples for snacks? 
What are your favorite snacks? 
Would you like to eat bamboo? 
Color picture of panda in bamboo 
 
Read Chapter 7- Giant Panda Reserves    
Discussion questions for Chapter 7 

 

Why were the Panda Reserves established To protect the pandas 

What other animals  do the reserves protect The red panda, golden monkeys, 
takins 

How much time are the panda cubs cared for 24 hours a day everyday 

How many pandas do the caretakers care for Two 

Where are the Panda Reserves China 

How many pandas are cared for by each caretaker  2 

 
Activities/Discussion 
On a map or globe of China find the places where the Panda Centers protect the pandas 
Zoos also provide protection for the pandas, Find out which zoos have pandas. 
Locate the cities where zoos are located. Which one is closest to where you live? 
Why should there be more pandas in the wild? 
Why is it important to keep the pandas alive? 
There are only about 1600 pandas in the wild and 200 in captivity 

How many students are there in your school? 
 How many people live in your town? 



 
Read Chapter 8- Reintroduction          
Discussion questions for Chapter 8 

What is reintroduction                 Process of releasing captive bred 
animals into the wild 

Why is reintroduction important To increase the number of pandas 
able to reproduce thereby 

increasing the total number of 
pandas in the wild 

  

 
Activities/Discussion 
Research what other animals are being “reintroduced” 
Make a list of where they live 
What are three major problems with “reintroduction”? 
What are three major problems pandas face when they are “reintroduced” 
Can you think of things to do that would help with reintroduction? 
 
 
 
 
Read Chapter 9- Legends of the Pandas   
Discussion questions for Chapter 9 

 

What are pandas called in Chinese Pi Xiu 

What does Pi Xiu mean              Bear Cat                       

Why are pandas difficult to see             They are shy            

The Tibetan Myth deals with  what Markings on the panda 

  

 
Activities/Discussion 
Practice writing in Chinese Characters   
Learn to write your name in Chinese  
Learn to write your street name in Chinese 
Learn the name of your favorite dessert in Chinese 
Learn to say your name in Chinese 
Name other animals that are difficult to “see” 
Why is it hard to see them? 
Look up what a myth is                             
Do you know any myths?                              
Does your teacher? 
Do your parents? 
Focus on two family members and make up a myth based on what they like to eat.  
(you can be one of the two) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vocabulary Words 
 
Find what the following words mean by looking them up in a dictionary, encyclopedia or on the Internet 
or have your teacher select from this list words to learn. 
 
1- Endangered 
2- Extinct 
3- Habitat 
4- Species 
5- Conservation 
6- Reserve 
7- Carnivores 
8- Herbivores 
9- Nutrition 
10-Fragmentation 
11-Territories 
12-Vocalizations 
13-Environment 
14-Poaching 
15-Captive Breeding 
16-Hibernate 
17-Coniferous Forest 
18-Sustainability 
19-Biological Diversity 
20-Eco System 
21-Reintroduction 
22-Propagate 
23- Pleistocene Age 
24- Dynasty 
25- Emperor 
26- Plateau 
27- Trapping 
28- Enrichment for Captive Animals 
29- DNA 
30- Sustainable 
31- Vocalizations 
32- Malnutrition 
33- Enrichment 
34- Global Positioning System (GPS) 
35- Epidemic 
36- Incubators 
37- Nurture 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why are Pandas Endangered? 

Endangered Species 
An endangered species is one whose population is so small that it is in danger of becoming extinct. 

Extinction is when an animal no longer exists. Many countries have laws offering special protection to these 
species (forbidding hunting, banning their habitats from development, etc.) to prevent this.  

The main reason an animal becomes endangered is because its natural habitat is being destroyed and/or 
the animal is under pressure from hunting and poaching. With pandas there are additional difficulties with mating 
and problems with their food source, bamboo, dying off. 
The results of a comprehensive survey of the Giant Panda in the wild indicate there are about 1,600 animals left 
in the wild.  This number is higher than previous estimates due to improved census methods and the fact that the 
study was very thorough. However, wild pandas are still one of the most seriously endangered species in the 
world. 

Pandas were classified as an endangered species in the 1980’s and are on the World Conservation 
Union’s Red List of Threatened Animals.  The United States’ Endangered Species Act protects the Giant Pandas, 
as does the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).  
 
Habitat 

Habitat is the environment where an animal lives. The panda habitat was once widespread in southern 
and eastern China, Vietnam and Myanmar (Burma), but their habitat has been greatly reduced over time.  Today 
the habitat of the panda is limited to the mountains in only a few provinces of southwestern China. Most are in 
Sichuan Province but they are also found in Shaanxi and Gansu provinces.  Their range is along the eastern rim 
of the Tibetan Plateau.   

The species has lived for centuries in coniferous forests with dense undergrowth of bamboo at elevations 
of 5,000 to 11,000 feet.  Rain or dense mist throughout the year shrouds these remote forests in heavy clouds.  In 
the winter snow is common. 

The panda’s primary food source is bamboo.  The bamboo grows under the shade cover of the large fir 
trees in the mountains.  Giant Pandas do not seem to have a permanent den, since they do not hibernate.  In the 
winter, they will seek shelter in hollow trees.   

The destruction of the pandas’ natural habitat, the bamboo forests, and, expanding human populations are 
the main threats to the Giant Panda.  The impact of rapid human population growth has seen the destruction of a 
large part of their habitat.  Logging and clearing the land for agricultural uses are major factors in the reduction of 
bamboo.   In an effort to protect the panda, the Chinese government forbids logging in the Panda Reserves.   
The 40 Panda Reserves (is this the right number? 44?) in China need to be connected via corridors in order to 
reduce isolation and fragmentation of the panda population.   Fragmentation occurs when the pandas live in 
separate areas or the areas are broken up.   Villages and human activities block open range for their migration or 
movement.   

The fragmentation of panda areas adds to the difficulty of their mating. Another problem related to 
fragmentation is that the bamboo will flower and then die off about every 20 to 40 years.  When this occurs, the 
pandas need to migrate to a new area.  There have been reports of pandas starving when they are unable to find 
bamboo in new areas.  

 Today, the panda forests are under attack by dramatic increases in human population.   Agriculture, 
ranching, logging, trapping, and human settlement threaten their habitat.  Previously they have lived at lower 
elevations.  However, farming and clearing of the forest have now pushed them higher into the mountains.    
In the past, poaching has been a problem for the pandas. But the government has enacted severe punishments 
for anyone caught killing a panda.  Sometimes, pandas are caught in traps intended for other animals and are 
either injured or killed. 

Mating of pandas is difficult.  In the wild, pandas live in seclusion, except during the breeding season.  
Breeding maturity for pandas is generally between four and eight years.  Females breed only once a year, in the 
spring.  The female’s reproductive period is only a few days. In the wild, pandas use scent markings and calls to 
locate a mate during the reproduction period.  If there is not a male in the area, or if the male cannot reach the 
female due to obstructions in their path such as roads or power lines, they will not mate. 

Pandas nest on the ground or in hollow trees, giving birth approximately 100 to 150 days after they have 
mated.  Females give birth to one or two cubs. Triplets are extremely rare.   If twins are born, usually only one 
survives in the wild.  Cubs will stay with their mothers for about two years, thus females only reproduce every 
other year.  The cubs are extremely small, about 4-8 ounces, and very fragile so their survival is always a 
challenge.  



 

What is Being Done to Save the Pandas? 
Education 
 Education regarding the status of the pandas is extremely important. As the word spreads, more and more 
professional and volunteer organizations are trying to do something to insure the survival of the Giant Panda. The 
2008 Summer Olympic Games held in China, and, ironically, the horrific destruction of the May 12, 2008 
earthquake brought a new focus to the plight of Giant Panda. 
Conservation 

In the 1940’s, the Chinese government began conservation efforts to protect the Giant Pandas. In1963, 
the China Research & Conservation Center for the Giant Panda at the Wolong Nature Reserve, Sichuan 
Province, was established.  Today there are a total of 32 Panda Reserves, across Southwestern China.  These 
reserves protect not only the Giant Pandas, but also the red panda, the golden monkeys, takin (a small goat type 
animal) and many other species. 

The China Conservation and Research Center for the Giant Panda at Wolong is located on the Pi Tiao 
River, southeast of the Qionglai Mountains.  The reserve is 20 hectors or 50 acres. 
 The logging ban is strictly enforced in the reserves and all vehicles must pas through checkpoints. 
Captive breeding 

In 1986, the China Conservation and Research Center for the Giant Panda at Wolong had the first 
successful captive panda birth.  Today, it is the premier panda breeding facility in the world and also the largest. 
Captive births at the Wolong Center average 10 to 19 per year.  There are numerous outdoor semi- natural 
enclosures, a hospital and a nursery.     

The nursery at the Wolong Center is staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to care for the newborn 
pandas which require feeding every three to four hours.  Extensive diaries are kept on each animal.  The ratio of 
staff is one caretaker for every two pandas.  

The veterinarians and staff at the Wolong Center pioneered a reproductive break through in the birth of 
twins.  When panda twins are born, the mother usually selects the stronger of the twins and rejects the other cub, 
possibly due to a lack of mother’s milk.  While one cub stays with the mother, staff hand raises the other twin in 
incubators in the nursery.  In order for both cubs to receive the benefits of their mother’s milk and their mother’s 
nurturing, the infants are alternated between the mother and the nursery. Each spends one week with the mother, 
then the next week in the nursery.  This method ensures the survival of both panda babies.   

Captive born cubs go to the kindergarten when they leave their mothers at about one year of age. Here 
they learn about their new environment and to accept milk formula, carrots, apples, and begin eating bamboo.  In 
the wild, a panda will stay with its mother until it is about two years of age. 
 
Reintroduction 

Reintroduction is the process of returning an animal born in captivity back into the wild or their natural 
environment.  This must be a very slow and gradual process to ensure the animal can make the transition from 
being cared for by humans in captivity to caring for itself in the wild. 
 
Research 

 There is research being doing both in China and other parts of the world on panda mating, habitat, 
digestion, behavior, and all other aspects of their being.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What is the Outlook for the Panda? 
 
Current Estimate of 1,600 Pandas 

Efforts to save the endangered panda appear to be helping in the short term.  The newest population 
study on wild pandas does show an increase over previous counts.   

The Chinese government has released the results of the most comprehensive survey of Giant Pandas 
ever conducted. It found that there were around 1,600 pandas left in the wild, 40% more than previous figures. 
However, the numbers may reflect the fact that the survey was more thorough than other attempts rather than a 
genuine recovery in numbers, so, an actual increase in pandas is uncertain, but possible.  Even at 1,600, their 
survival is still in extreme peril.  

"Because of improved census methods, we have a more accurate count of how many there are in the wild, 
where they are, and the state of the habitat on which they depend," said World Wildlife Fund China's (WWF) 
James Harkness. "The results of the survey will be used to help ensure that over the next few years we make 
even greater strides to protect this rare and precious animal."  

The latest survey, China's third since the 1970s, represents a huge success for China's conservation 
efforts. It has been far more comprehensive than previous studies. It covered a wider area of western China and 
used much more sophisticated surveillance technologies.  The pandas were tracked through their droppings and 
their distribution, as well as mapping their population density.  
 The people of China seem to understand that the panda is their “National Treasure” and they often bring 
sick or injured pandas to the reserves.  Both the people and the government are learning the added value of the 
panda in terms of tourism and travel to China. 
 
Captive Breeding/Reintroduction 

The success of the captive breeding program is allowing the reintroduction of captive-born pandas back 
into the wild. 
 
Outlook 

The outlook is guardedly optimistic but still at a critical point. The future of the panda is interwoven with the 
Chinese people and the corporate citizenship of companies moving into the Chinese market.  New opportunities 
for the Chinese workforce in manufacturing, new advances in environmentally responsible farming, the 
introduction of high yield crops to reduce logging, and population control efforts will all help the pandas.  The 
outlook for the Gant Pandas is linked to aggressive conservation efforts as well as successful captive breeding.   
Biological diversity and sustainability are essential partners in the challenge to save this magnificent animal from 
extinction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



What Is Pandas International Doing To Support The Panda? 
Support for Panda Reserves 

Pandas International is a world wide nonprofit foundation devoted exclusively to Saving the Endangered 
Giant Panda.   

Pandas International was created in 2000 and provides veterinary and medical equipment and supplies to 
the Panda Reserves, assisting the Chinese veterinarians and staff who have limited medical equipment and 
funds. In addition, Pandas International supports the breeding programs and is assisting in the reintroduction of 
captive born pandas into the wild.   

The organization supports the China Conservation & Research Centers for the Giant Pandas at the 
Wolong Panda Reserve, Sichuan Province and the Bifengxia Panda Reserve, Ya’an City.  The captive panda 
population was divided between the two reserves in 2003 as a preventative action for any potential disease 
outbreak or epidemic at a single reserve.  

Dr. Li Desheng, Senior Veterinarian and Director of Panda Management at the Wolong Nature Reserve, 
oversees the premier breeding program at Wolong.  He is in charge of the nursery, the breeding program and 
supervises the caretakers in the nursery.  The survival rate for captive born pandas at Wolong is now at 90%.  
This success rate is due to the successful method of raising twin cubs, the dedicated staff, and the essential 
incubators provided by Pandas International. 

Baby pandas are prone to digestive problems.  Dr. Tang Chunxiang, Senior Veterinarian is in charge of 
the Hospital at the Wolong Center.  Dr. Tang has been developing innovative new nutritional biscuits to insure the 
growing pandas receive adequate nutrition. 

In addition to breeding and caring for captive pandas, both Centers also provide medical care for injured or 
sick wild pandas.  Many wild pandas are brought to the Reserves in critical condition. It is extremely difficult for 
veterinarians to diagnose many medical problems since their hospitals lacked necessary modern medical 
equipment and supplies. 
 
Mission  

The mission of Pandas International is to raise and provide monies for veterinary care including medical 
equipment and medicines, and to support programs for sustainable habitat preservation and enhancement, and, 
when possible, to provide money for cutting edge research.  Pandas International also offers education programs 
to increase public awareness of the panda as a highly endangered species.   
 Education programs on the pandas and their plight are available to schools, parents and organizations. 
 
Past Donations to the Panda Reserves from Pandas International 
Incubators and milk formula for the newborn cubs born in captivity  
Laptop computers for field work to record, share data, and transmit information 
Digital cameras, to transmit pictures and information to other scientists and to Pandas International                                                                                      
VetScan blood chemistry analyzers   
Digital scales for a variety of uses including weighing food rations for adult pandas and baby formula for cubs 
Basic medical equipment for the hospital – catheter needles, surgical tape, stretch tape, disposable syringes  
Tranquilizers and Immobilization delivery devices and Air-piped anesthesia devices to administer tranquilizers for 
the hospital and the reintroduction program 
All types of basic hospital supplies including surgical tape, syringes, worming paste, etc 
Veterinary medications for the hospital 
Reagents and urinary hormones for the breeding program  
Adoption of numerous pandas at the center with the funds going to provide for their care 
New Chemistry Analyzer 
Supplies for the VetScan  
 
Current projects  
New Ultra sound equipment 
Additional incubators and milk formula for increasing birth numbers 
Many different hormonal testing supplies to assist in reproductive rates 
A Global Positioning System (GPS) for the reintroduction program to monitor travels and ensure health and 
safety.  Reintroduction must be a very slow and gradual process to ensure the captive born panda will survive in 
the wild.  The reintroduction objective is to re-establish a significant wild population  
Additional basic medical equipment and supplies for seasonal and yearly needs 
 



 
 

Why Save the Panda? 
 

The answer is difficult but we will attempt to offer several. 
 

First, pandas have survived for centuries, even surviving the ice age. So, it would be tragic if they became 
extinct now during our lifetime and end up being known only through books and museum displays. 
Future generations deserve to see and know pandas.  Pandas are one of the wonders of the animal kingdom and 
deserve their rightful place in the natural world. 

Pandas are one of nature’s creatures and all of nature’s creatures are precious and essential parts of the 
web of life. 

We know that the decline of the panda is not part of the “natural process,” but due to habitat destruction 
and other factors.  Since humans are responsible for their decline, humans should be accountable for helping to 
insure their survival. 

Additionally, there is an interdependency of all living creatures on this earth or ecosystem.  Plants and 
animal species are the foundation of healthy ecosystems. When a species becomes endangered it is an indicator 
that the health of the ecosystem is declining.  Losing one component of the ecosystem can trigger the loss of 
other animal species. (For a complete Biodiversity glossary go to 
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/kids/pdf/glossary.pdf ) 
 

Extinction is Forever. Endangered means we still have time. What we do now will decide their fate. 
Congress even addressed this question in the preamble to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, recognizing that 
endangered species of fish, wildlife, and plants "are of aesthetic, ecological, educational, historical, recreational, 
and scientific value to the Nation and its people." In this statement, Congress was summarizing a number of 
convincing arguments advanced by scientists, conservationists, and others who are greatly concerned by the 
disappearance of unique flora and fauna. 
 

Lastly, pandas are one of the cutest, most magnificent, adorable animals on the earth giving joy to adults 
and children alike. 

Perhaps the best way to answer this question is through your own sense of the issue.  Please go to 
http://www.pandasinternational.org/movie/movie.html for some additional responses. 
 

We would like to know what you think about “Why Save the Panda!” 
Write a short essay with you own thoughts about why it is important to save the panda or any endangered 
species. Email it to us at  info@pandasinternational.org     

Or mail it to us at Pandas International PO Box 620335 Littleton, CO 80162 
Be sure to include your name, address, age, and if you want to, other information to help us get to know 
you…where do you go to school, what are your interests, hobbies, goals for the future? 
By submitting an essay you will be giving Pandas International the right to use your essay on the web site or in 
newsletters. 
 
 
 
For additional Essays on this topic 
For an essay on “Why Save Endangered Species, Endangered Means There's Still Time by the                    
U.S. Department of the Interior and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service go to 
http://www.pueblo.gsa.gov/cic_text/misc/endangered/species.txt 
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Why Save the Panda? By Tom McCoy 
 

Granted the problems we face here and around the globe, it seems a reasonable question. To answer 
Why Save the Panda? by saying, “Because they’re sooo adorable!!” makes it difficult to preserve species that 
don’t captivate us or, puts the small and slimy at the end of a list that gets longer everyday, a list of threatened 
plants and animals. 
  To understand why it is profoundly important to keep species thriving in the natural world is to understand 
how that world works, the world that makes our life on this planet possible. 
  First of all, species have been going extinct since species began. It is part of the “nature of things.” What is 
troubling, however, is the recent rapid rate of extinction. Although the source you consult to determine the speed 
of acceleration will offer differing but still alarming numbers, some facts are not up for debate. The rate of 
extinction is alarming. The most sobering fact is that the rate of extinction in the past 100 years is unparalleled in 
all our history, and, there is a direct connection to human activity. 
  When species get to the point of being endangered, something has happened to upset the balance that 
has provided for the plant or animal to succeed. Again, in some cases it is just the natural world’s way of 
balancing itself. But in almost all cases these days, it is the result of human interactions, which include logging, 
fishing, farming or development. Endangered really means that a habitat has been degraded, has reached a point 
where its future and all the various life forms it supports are in grave danger of dying, of vanishing; and despite 
our ability to work scientific miracles, vanishing forever. As an example, the food the Giant Panda eats needs the 
shelter of the forest to grow. Remove the forest, and the bamboo will die off and then the Panda will too. In this 
particular instance, the illegal activities of poachers and hunters may also be adding to the declining number of 
Giant Pandas. 
  Healthy ecosystems are based on one principle: diversity promotes stability. The concept of 
interdependence allows the web of life, although fragile, to also be unusually tough. The next time you see the 
extraordinary design of a spider’s web, imagine little bits of it being removed, and then more bits and soon there is 
a short single gossamer strand, isolated and weak, blowing away, never to return. Lynn Caporale, a 
pharmaceutical researcher, puts it in another context. “The loss of biological diversity is the loss of a giant library 
that contains answers to questions that we haven’t learned how to ask.”  
  To protect our ecosystems is to protect the species that live within them. That includes seemingly 
insignificant species like minnows or grubs or wonderful looking species like Giant Pandas, or, the species that 
has been able to split the atom, send people to the moon, break the genetic code. 
  Surely that last species will have the sense to realize that in saving the Giant Panda we are saving more 
than an animal in a remote part of the world; we are helping to preserve and nurture a myriad of life forms both 
large and small that live in the forest where the bamboo lives. If we do that, if we connect the dots,  the panda will 
continue to live, too. 
  

What You Can Do To Help The Pandas 
Become a member of Pandas International. All levels help! 
Adopt or sponsor a panda through Pandas International. 
Send free post cards to friends and family from our website telling them you care about the pandas and that they 
are endangered.        www.pandasinternational.org 
If you are a student, ask your teacher to do a class project on the pandas and perhaps sponsor a panda or have a 
class fund raiser for the pandas. See http://www.pandasinternational.org/educ_prog.html 
Host a panda party for your next birthday. You’re never too old or too young to help the pandas.  
http://www.pandasinternational.org/panda_party.html 
If you are a member of a scout troop or other organization you can sell materials and gifts available from Pandas 
International like calendars, book marks, pins and colorful T-Shirts. Just go to the website to see the possibilities! 
Give panda products from our website this holiday session or ask for a panda sponsorship as your holiday gift. 
https://www.keysecure.com/pandasinternational.org/cgi-t/cart.cgi?cart=pandaproducts 
Pandas International has received donations from student’s and organization’s car washes, lemonade stands, 
bake sales, etc for the pandas. Think of one you or your friends could do. 
Start an environmental club to help the pandas at your school or office. 
 
 
 

http://www.pandasinternational.og/
http://www.pandasinternational.org/educ_prog.html
http://www.pandasinternational.org/panda_party.html
https://www.keysecure.com/pandasinternational.org/cgi-t/cart.cgi?cart=pandaproducts


 
 

Write in Chinese Characters  
Write "Save the Panda" in  
Chinese characters in the spaces below  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Make a clay Panda 
 
Purchase or make black and white modeling clay. 
 (You can purchase at a local craft store or you can find recipes for making clay on the web) 
 
1.  With white clay, form a ball about the size of a large orange or softball - body 
2.  With white clay, form a ball about the size of a small orange or baseball - head. 
3.  Attach the small ball on top of the large 
4.  Roll out the black clay to form a fat snake- divide in half 
5.  Place about half the roll around the bottom ball to form legs 
6.  Push the ends of the roll up to form feet 
7.  Roll the rest of the black clay a little thinner 
8.  Place around the neck or where the small ball meets the large to form arms and the black marking 
under the chin 
9.  Pinch two small pieces of black clay and flatten and shape into ovals for the eyes 
10. Pinch another small piece of black clay and flatten and shape into triangle for the nose 
11. With two more pieces of black clay, flatten and shape into ears 
 
See photo for guidance 
 
See photo for guidance 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 

 

Panda Face Cupcakes 
 
 
 
Make or purchase cupcakes with white frosting. 
 
EARS-  
 Insert 2 toothpicks in the cupcake 

Place the icing center of two regular size chocolate sandwich cookies on           
           the toothpicks 
 
EYES-  
 Separate a mini Oreo cookie in half 
 Add a small amount of white icing if needed where the icing is on the   cookie. 
 In the center of the icing, add a small chocolate candy 
 (We used York Bites cut in half) 
 
NOSE 
   A chocolate candy 
 (We used chocolate covered raisins) 
  
 
Cupcakes can be put together ahead of time, or, at the party as an activity 
 
Cupcake idea was from Rachel of Winnipeg, Canada  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


